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Takeda Starts Phase II Clinical Studies of ATL-962,
a Treatment for Obesity and Related Diseases in Japan
Osaka, Japan, January 20, 2006 – Takeda Pharmaceutical Company Limited (“Takeda”) today announced that it starts phase II clinical studies of ATL-962, a treatment for obesity and related diseases.

ATL-962 was discovered and created by Alizyme plc (“Alizyme”), and is an inhibitor of gastrointestinal lipases and an agent to treat obesity and diabetes being designed to cause weight loss by reducing the digestion and thus the absorption of fat from the diet. Having completed a program of Phase I clinical trials, Takeda has started a Phase II clinical trial. The trial will be a randomized, placebo-controlled, double blind, parallel-group dose-ranging study in obese Japanese patients with related diseases. 

In August 2003, Takeda started to evaluate the European phase II clinical data of ATL-962 and concluded an agreement with Alizyme in January 2004 that granted exclusive rights to Takeda to develop, manufacture and market ATL-962 in Japan, for the treatment of obesity and its associated conditions, such as Type II diabetes.  Under the agreement, Takeda is responsible for development and commercialization in Japan, while it is to pay milestones for development and commercialization of ATL-962 by Takeda in Japan, including the royalties on future sales of this product. 
“We are very pleased to have completed initial development of ATL-962 in Japan, and to initiate Phase II clinical development.,” said Dr. Kiyoshi Kitazawa, Ph.D., Member of the Board, General Manager of Pharmaceutical Development Division of Takeda. “We now look forward to confirming potential of ATL-962 in the management of obesity and associated conditions in the Japanese patient population and to continuing our excellent working relationship with Alizyme’s development team”.
“We are delighted with Takeda’s progress with ATL-962 in Japan. The commitment of Takeda and its development team, together with the excellent working relationship with our development team, is very encouraging for the future successful progress of ATL-962 in Japan. “ said Dr. Richard Palmer, Chief Executive Officer of Alizyme. 
About Takeda
Takeda is a research-based global company with its main focus on pharmaceuticals.  As the largest pharmaceutical company in Japan and one of the industry’s leaders worldwide, Takeda is committed to strive toward better health for individuals and progress in medicine by developing superior pharmaceutical products. Takeda is actively dedicated to enhancing its pipeline for future growth through alliances as well as in-house R&D activities.
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